CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENCY, FALL 2005

FINAL PAPER INSTRUCTIONS


There will be one ten-page research paper required for this course. I have expanded on the syllabus description below, to give you additional direction. 

First, Read Monroe and Kersh, “How the Personal Becomes Political.” It is on the library web reserve. I checked the link and it is working. 

SECTION ONE: 
In the first section of the paper, you will focus on a specific public policy issue that relates to the theme of regulation versus individual choice (e.g.: gun control, tobacco regulation). I would prefer that you did not select tobacco (sorry, Ashley). 

Monroe and Kersh cite 7 triggers for government intervention in what had previously been considered private activity. Use these triggers as a framework for your own analysis. Particular (but not sole) emphasis should be given to the role of the Presidency and Congress. 

In thinking about a topic, please note that you can consider activities that are, as yet, largely unregulated (like food) as well as those that are already heavily regulated (like tobacco). 

I've given additional thinking to the question posed by Henry, and you can select a sub-category of a topic for regulation. So those of you who want to focus on the regulation of religious objects/practices can focus on the regulation of snake-handling, scimitars, peyote, etc... 

SECTION TWO: 
In the second section of the paper, you will compare and contrast the political development of that public policy issue with efforts to regulate the fast food industry. Also, consider the effect of the political order and timing on the development of this issue (see the last section of Kersh and Monroe for thoughts on order and timing). 

GRADES AND TIMELINE:
Please note that this first draft is graded. The first draft is worth 100 points. The second draft is worth 200. A detailed outline is required. 

November 1 - Final Paper (first draft) due. First draft includes full draft of Section 1 and outline of both Section 1 and Section 2. Note: I will return the papers to you by November 8th (not the 10th as originally stated in the syllabus). 

November 14-22 - You are required to hold a required conference with the Writing Center to discuss your paper/outline and get advice on revisions. NOTE: Please schedule this conference far in advance.

December 12 - Submit final outline for paper and final versions of Section 1 and Section 2. These papers are due by 12:00 noon on December 12.
